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Rationale*— As mankind has evolved, so has education. In fact,
it is largely through the latter that the future of mankind may be
assured* Increasingly, education is becoming a means to survival,
in a world threatened by conflict which basically is the result of
both the success and the failure of educational programs.
More and more, schools are becoming a social agency; and in the
supporting social order lie many questions and answers, all of which
are pertinent to what the curriculum is, should be, and can be. Not
the least of the major considerations is the learner—the one who in
the final analysis chooses the curriculum to which he responds and
through whom the real fruits of educational labor are harvested.
For many years now, school officials have expressed doubt as to
whether enough of the right kind of attention has been given children
through the years. If these school officials are wrong, then there
shouldn't be so much world tension in the land today. Crime among
the young and old would not be at an all time high; 23,000 Georgians
would not have dropped out of school last school term, 1960-1961, and
^Stephen A. Romine, Building the High School Curriculum (New
York: The Ronald Press Company, 195k)* P« U3.
more than 3U,000 of the 76,000 children who started to school twelve
years ago would have graduated last school term, 1960-1961.
If, on the other hand, the school officials and other interested
citizens are right, then it is very imperative that something else be
done in addition to what is already being done to meet the needs of
every child and enhance the holding power at the school.
In the light of what has been stated above and the many other
problems facing the Negro schools in Coweta County today, namely:
fee holding power of Central High School, the large number that were
enrolled in the school against the small number that remained for
graduation, this writer decided that a thorough study should be made
in this area. This study was made to determine if there was a reason
behind this large number of students who were leaving school before
graduation. This writer further wished to discover certain patterns,
if there were any, that the potential dropouts followed or if there
were certain symptoms that might indicate to the school officials in
advance that the students were candidates to become dropout victims.
This writer felt that more could have been done for the children in
this area had there been advance notice.
Evolution of the Problem."- Central High School is the only
high school for Negroes in Coweta County. There have been several
changes within the last ten years or more. The enrollment for Negro
high school students has grown from 5i£ in 1950 to 835 in 1961. This
was an increase of approximately 35 per cent. The faculty members
have been increased from 18 in 1950 to 28 in 1961. This was an increase
of approximately $$ per cent. Many new buildings have been added.
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These and many other material things have been added during the period
of this study for the improvement of instruction at the Central High
School.*
During this period 3,250 boys and girls have been enrolled in
the high school of Coweta County with only 750 remaining in school to
graduate. The number that attended college and vocational training
school is 275 of the total number that enrolled in the high school dur-
ing the period of this study, 19l#-l96l. These figures above very
clearly indicate that the majority of the Central High School students
who were enrolled during this period neither graduated nor went to
college* The study further showed that many of our best pupils never
finished the high school or went to college*
The writer feels that many of our best pupils never finish high
school or go to college, although they are college and high school
materials. This, along with some other facts, prompted the writer to
do a research study in this area.
Contribution to Educational Knowledge.— The contribution of
this study lies in the extent to which it identifies certain factors
to be found associated with the "drop-outs" of Central High School,
Coweta County, Georgia.
Statement of the Problem .-- The problem involved in the study
was to investigate certain selected factors which were characteristic




of the graduates and non-graduates of the Central High School, Newman,
Coweta County, Georgia, 195>O-196l.
Limitation of the Study*— This study was limited to a study of
the "holding power" of the Central High School, Newnan, Georgia, 1950-
1961, only as it was and is reflected in indices of school achieve
ment, health status, participation in "activities," and attitudes
toward the school of the graduates and non-graduates of the period.
Purpose of the Study.— The major purpose of this study was to
determine the nature or extent, if any, of the differences between
certain factors which characterize the graduates and non-graduates of
Central High School, Coweta County, Georgia between the period of
1950-1961.
More specifically, the purposes of this study with reference to
the group of graduates and non-graduates was to determines
1. The number and per cent of graduates and non-graduates,
respectively, for the respective years of attendance,
1950-1961.
2. The school year and grade in which occurred the most
withdrawals.
3. The indices of central tendency and variability on the
respective identified areas of students performances or
status for the graduates and non-graduates, respectively.
k* The number and per cent of the "drop-outs" who re-entered
Central High School.
5>. The number and per cent of the graduates who entered
college or matriculated at some other type of post high
school institution.
6. The significant differences, if any, between the graduates




(d) Participation in extra-curricular activities
(e) Attitudes toward the program of the school of
the graduates and non-graduates
7« What implications, if any, for educational theory and prac
tice as may be derived from the interpretation of the data
collected for this study.
Definition of Terms*-- The significant terms used throughout
this study are defined as follows s
1. "Permanent record," refers to a form or card on which all
pertinent information that the school has about an indi
vidual is brought together and recorded or filed in an
organized manner, once a year or more frequently*
2. "Teachers' Marks," refer to the teachers1 grades estimate
of the progress or quality of work of the pupil in the
subject-matter fields.
3. "Drop-outs or withdrawals," refers to a pupil who dis
continued his attendance at the Central High School
during or at the end of any given semester or any school
year.
k» "Attitude," refers to the manner in which the student
views the behavior of the members of the staff and the
school's program as a ushole.






















(g) marked defects as tonsils, etc.
7* "Graduates," refers to a student who remained at the Central
High School until he completed all of his requirements and
was awarded a diploma by the school officials.
8. "Non-Graduates," as referred to in this study, is a person
who remained in school at least one year after having been
enrolled in the First grade at Central High School but left
before he completed the requirements by the school for grad
uation.
9. "Holding-Power," as referred to in this study, is the extent
to which a school retains its students until graduation.
Subjects.-— There were a total of l^h subjects of this study:
72 were graduates and 72 were non-graduates (or drop-outs), enrolled in
the Central High School, Nenman, Coweta County, Georgia, 19US-196X,
The graduates ranged in age from 13 to 19.5j with a mean age of 16;
whereas, the non-graduates ranged in age from 13 to 18.8, with a mean
age of 15.9.
Instruments.— The instruments and/or materials used as the sources
of data were: (a) the official cumulative records of -fee school, (b) an
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average of the "Teachers'-Marks" for the subjects, (c) questionnaire
on the student attitudes toward staff members, and (d) interviews with
citizens and/or pupils wherever necessary.
The questionnaire was designed to secure the following types of
data:
(a) pupil's reason for leaving school
(b) pupil's age and sex
(c) highest educational attainment of the student
(d) with whom was the student living while attending high
school
(e) extra-curricular activities participation
(f) reason why the student did or did not take an active part
in the extra-curricular activities
(g) the subjects opinion of the total school's program
(h) suggestions from the students as to how the school's
program might be improved
(i) subjects or activities that could be added to the school's
curriculum that would strengthen its holding power
Locale.— This study was conducted at the Central High School,
Coweta County, Georgia. There are two school systems in the county;
a county system and a city system. There is, however, only one Negro
high school in Coweta County—Central High School, the enrollment of
which was 835 for the 1960-1961 school term.
Coweta County joins Fulton County less than twenty-five miles
southwest of Atlanta, Georgia. Newnan, "The City of Homes," is the
county seat. The county has a population of approximately 29,000
people. Most of the working portion of the population is absorbed
in the county's cotton mills, power plants, steel mills, plastic
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plants, aluminum plants and farms. The other portion of the working
population is employed in Atlanta and other adjacent areas.
The Negro represents about one-third of the population. Approxi
mately fifty per cent of the Negroes living in "rural" Coweta County
are farmers and most of the others work in local industries, or indus
tries in the adjacent areas.
Period of Study.— This study was conducted during the summer
of 1961 and the School term of 1961-1962.
Method of Research.— The method of research used in this study
was the Descriptive-Survey Method, utilizing the techniques of the
documentary-frequency, "Teachers-larks," questionnaires, interviews,
and statistical analysis of the collected data.
Procedure.— The writer collected the necessary data for com
pleting this study in the following manners
1. Literature pertinent to this study was surveyed for back
ground information.
2. Permission to carry out this study was secured from the
superintendent and principal of Central High School.
3» Interviews were held with students and teachers whenever
it was necessary and possible.
h* Questionnaires were given to graduates and non-graduates
of the Central High School who were members of the first
grade class of 19k9-195O of Central High School.
$. Permanent record folders of graduates and non-graduates
were secured and examined.
6. Appropriate tables were established and the basic statistical
measures of central tendency, variability and Fisher's "t"
were utilized.
7. The method the writer used to compare the graduates and the
non-graduates was as follows:
(a) No student -was included in this study who did not
remain on the roll at Central High School for at
least one school term*
(b) No student who was not a member of the first
grade class of 19U9-195Q was considered in this
study.
(c) This study did not follow the students beyond
high school.
Survey of Related Literature
A survey of the literature related to this study reveals a wealth
of materials in the area of studies of graduates and non-graduates.
The Belated Literature has been categorized and presented under the
following captions: (1) Graduates and Non-Graduates, (2) Health
Status, (3) Attendance, (k) Intelligence and Scholarship, (3>) Truancy
and (6) Extra-Gurricular Activities.
Graduates And Ion-Graduates
The literature relevant to such problems as retardation, elimi
nation and normal progression through school, as identifiable by
graduates and non-graduates have been reviewed at this point*
Bent and Kroneaberg have the following to say about the grad
uates and non-graduatess
Perhaps the best criterion for determining the extent
to which secondary education has reached the masses is the
number of those who graduate. To secure a large enroll
ment is a worthy goal, but attendance through graduation
is still better. It is better to have attended high school
a few years than never to have enrolled at all. It is not
unsound to assume that values are gained in proportion to
the length of time attained*
Growth is a slow process and cannot be hastened beyond
certain limits* Furthermore, the secondary school curri
culum is so organized to complete a cycle of activities of
activities of learning and for the school to fulfill its
10
legitimate functions.
One of the most commonly used methods of determining
the amount and extent of retardation is by means of an
age-grade table, which reveals the number of persons under
age, overage, or normal for their grade. Elimination can
also be shown by comparing the enrollment in any division
■with potential population or the percentage of the total
school enrollment in any grade or division.1
Bent and Kronenberg stated the problem of elimination, thuslys
"For every 100 who started in the first grade in 1932, only 62 finished
the eighth grade, £8 entered the ninth grade, 31 started in the senior
year of high school. Only 29 remained to graduate in 1°UU« Only eight
of these 100 who started in the first grade attended college."
The Biennial Survey of Education 19h2-l9hk, published by the
United States Office of Education 191*7* found that for every 100 who
started in the ninth grade, only U? would graduate.3
The conclusive results indicated that a secondary school system
can consider itself up to average of the country as a whole, if sur
vival rates are as follows:
First Tear . 100
Second Tear. 81*
Third Tear . . 66
Fourth Tear . 5>1
Graduate kl1
lHudyard K. Bent and Henry H. Kronenberg, Principal of Secon
dary Education (New Tork: The Macmillan Company, 191*9), PP- 186-187.
2lbid.
3United States Office of Education, Biennial Survey of Educa
tion (Washington, D. C, 19U7), p. 31«
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The extent of elimination and the trend toward greater holding
power of the high school is accredited with a variety of factors
according to many authorities*
One of the criticisms of the Q-k plan of organization, was that
the eighth grade provided terminal education for many, this causing
a great amount of elimination between the eighth and ninth grades.
Reorganization into a 6-3-3 or 6-6 plan has been one of the fac
tors in reducing the elimination between these grades. If one should
ask the question, "Do those who fail in one or more subjects drop out
of school in larger numbers than those who do not fail?" One would
find contradictory evidence.c O'Brien concluded from an investigation
that the percentage of graduates and non-graduates that failed was
almost identical and that failure was not a prime cause of dropping
out, for most graduates,-'
Palmer, who investigated U70 cases found that half the pupils
who left school had passed in all subjects; but that failure in two
or more subjects rarely appeared among pupils who remained in school.
Woody and Cushman studied the progress of 6°8 boys and 726 girls
of Denver, from the sixth grade through high school and concluded that
lBent and Kronenberg, op. cit.
2lbid«, p. 185.
3F, P. O'Brien, "The High School Failures," Teachers College,
Contribution to Education, Teachers College (New York',"lbl9;.
^E. S. Palmer, "Why PApils Leave School," Vocational Guidance
Magazine, Vol. X (1931), pp. 2°5-3O3.
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progress depends upon intelligence and that there is a great need for
a new challenging curriculum that mil fit the needs of all types of
pupils.
Harry H. Richman's investigation of the school system in Eliza
beth, New Jersey revealed that: "Most of the "dropouts" showed failure
in two or more subjects and in many cases, there were deficiencies in
health, eyesight, hearing, reading ability or comprehension or there
were low I.Q.'s.
A recent study by the Junior Replacement Office of Providence,
Rhode Island's schools revealed that the large majority of the "drop-
outs" are sixteen years of age. Sixty-eight per cent dropped out in
19hh and 67 per cent dropped out in the fall of 19U5. The large ma
jority, over 60 per cent in all periods, dropped out from 9-A or the
10-B grade. Approximately kO per cent of the "dropouts" (ranged from
38 per cent in one period to UU per cent in another) are from the
9-A grade which means that their education ends before they enter the
senior high school.3
The per cent of withdrawals from each grade decreased sharply
after the 9-A and 10-6 grades until it reached zero in the 12th grade.
lw. H. Woody and C. L. Cushman, "A Study of Continuance and Dis
continuance, " Journal of Educational Research, Vol. XXX(November,
1936), pp. 8=l7;:
2Harry H. Richman, "Dropouts," The Clearing House, Vol. XIII
(May, 1939), pp. #18-5*0.
3Junior Replacement Office of Providence, Rhode Island, "The
Problem of Dropouts," American School Board Journal, No. 115 (July,
19U7), P. kl. ~
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The study farther indicated that the ratings of the students did not
show that low I,Q. «s are an important factor in withdrawals, for only
2$ per cent of the "dropouts" form two terms, 19kk and 19h$, was rated
"D« or «E« in ability. Fifty-six per cent was »C" average, and n per
cent was above average. Since the largest per cent of the students
in the high schools fell in th© "C" range, the conclusion was that 67
per cent of the "drop-outs" (the £6 per cent in the »C» range and 11
per cent in the "B" or "A" range) had th© ability to profit from further
education. The per cent of those "who could profit" was exactly the
same among the "drop-outs" from the September, 1?Ij5 term, 6? per cent
and was 63 per cent for the January, 191*6 term. Only one per cent
was discouraged, because of failure and 11 per cent was not interested
in school.
Since many authorities have agreed that motivation and interest
are major factors for students achievement in school subjects, it is
of equal importance to realize that the attitudes and ideals built up
when pupils must take subjects that they do not like, may be far more
detrimental than all the subjectnaatter they get.
A study made by Adams at the University of Kentucky revealed
that the subjects in ufaieh the greatest number of failures were report
ed is algebra. In the field of mathematics: arithmetic, algebra, and
geometry are responsible for $0 per cent of all failures. English
holds third place; history occupies fourth place, and general science
holds the next most important place. 2
llbid.
2Jesse E. Adams, "Relations of High School Pupils to High School
Subject," The School Review. Vol. XXV (May, 1927), p. 3^6
3Jl
Aldrich made a study at Webster High School in Wester Groves,
Missouri and found the following facts:
The few pupils of low intelligence are found mainly
in the ninth grade, although some are found in the tenth
grade. This probably shows that the high schools are
organized for the superior child, the inferior being
eliminated. The median intelligence quotient raises
from grade to grade, showing greater selection in eech
successive grade* In one school, the percentage of
pupils having I.Q.!s above 100 raises from 67»9 per cent
in the ninth to 90 per cent in the twelfth grade.1
Unzicker studied the withdrawals from the Roosevelt Junior High
School in Fond du Lace, Wisconsin, and found that: (1) one fourth of
the pupils ivho entered junior high school did not remain to finish,
(2) twice as many boys as girls withdrew from junior high school,
and (3) sixty-one per cent of the group with low I.Q.'s withdrew,
more than two thirds of whom were boys.
Health Status Studies
The bearing of health upon pupils' progress in school has been
extensively treated in the literature, one or two reviews from which
has been presented here*
A number of extensive surveys have been conducted from time to
time in an effort to determine the relationship; of general health to
intellectual levels.
ljulien C. Aldrich, "Intelligence of High School Pupils," The
School Review, Vol. XXV (May, 1927), pp. 699-106.
2S. P. Unzicker,"Withdrawals From Junior High School," Journal
of Educational Research, Vol. XVI (October, 1927), pp. 198-202.
One such study by Anastasi and Foley sought to answer the ques
tion: Are miscellaneous physiological defects, such as enlarged
glands, defective breathing, dental caries, diseased tonsils and
>o%h©r common health disorders, any more prevalent among dull than
among bright persons generally*
In answering these questions, Anastasi and Foley stated that:
"Not only was there no significant difference between the initial
I.Q's but also that removal of the diseased tonsils produced no im
provement in intelligence among the normal and diseased groups, which
could be attributed to such treatments.nZ
Stalmaker and Roller studied one hundred non-promoted children
at West Virginia University and found that physical defects were not
much more prevalent among the retarded group than the normal progress-
ing group. There, non-promotion could not be attributed to that cause.-'
According to a study made by Fritz in Iowa, the average junior
high school pupil does not make normal progress. The average ratio be
tween years in school and grades for 38,114* pupils of Iowa being .967
when 1,000 represented normal progress. This indicates that there
lAnnie Anastasi and John P. Foley, Jr., Differential Psychology
(New York: Appleton-Century-Crofts, Inc., 19U°), pp. 309-392.
2lbid.
3Elizabeth M, Stalmaker and R. D. Roller, Jr., "A Study of One
Hundred Non-Promoted Children," Journal of Educational Research,
Vol, XVI (October, 1927), pp. 265-270.
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are more pupils who are retarded than there are pupils -who are acceler
ated.1
School Attendance
Among the studies on the relation of the length of school atten
dance upon mental and educational ages, some very interesting results
were revealed from this study*
Katherine Denworth reports that an investigation of the effects
of the length of school attendance upon mental and educational ages
of approximately 2,000 students in Manhattan, New Tork City found that
the marked relationship between the chronological age and the length
of school attendance indicated that the number of djays the subjects
2
have attended school has been very largely conditioned by age.
The causes of non-attendance are not always as apparent as one
might think. The earlier investigations, which relied largely on
statements made by pupils <r parents, showed that about £0 per cent
of nonattendance was caused by illness of the child. Studies made in
more recent years have taken greater account of the possibility of the
unreliability of excuses for absences made by pupils and parents. Al
though the later studies still report illness as a prominent cause of
nonattendance, particularly among pupils from the poorer sections of
town, illness does not maintain the high rank shown in the earlier
iRalph A. Fritz, "An Evaluation of Two Special Purposes of the
Junior High Schools Economy of Time and Bridging the Gap,M University
of Iowa Studies in Education IV(November, 1927), pp. 1-80.
%atherine Demrorth, National Society for the Study of Educa
tion, Nature and Nurture, Their Influence Upon Achievement," Twenty-
Seventh Yearbook, II (Bloomington, Illinois, 1928), pp. 67-70.
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investigations. Such factors as distance from school, parental neglect,
laxity of teachers in keeping records and reporting absences, farm work,
and complex social problems were found to be of greater significance
than illness. There is some evidence to show that absences due to
minor illness, such as colds and mild digestive upsets, have increased
since similar studies were made in the 1920's.
Any school staff that is active in promoting a high percentage
of daily attendance must always temper its zeal and select motivat
ing devices which will not conflict with good home and school health
practices. Schools have made much progress in improving their role
in the control of communicable diseasesj this role can be jeopardized
easily by attendance campaigns which put pressure on the child and
o
parents and at times embarrass the child if he stays home when ill.
Intelligence and Scholarship
It has been customary to discontinue that schooling of persons
of the lower degrees of intelligence sooner than that of the abler,
doubtless because they cannot profit by the more advance forms of
training within certain selective groups, as in the superior sample^
^Antonio Ciocco and Isidore Altaian, "Sickness Absenteeism
Among White Children in Hagerstown, Maryland, 19hO-h3>" Child De
velopment, Vol. XV (June, 19hk), pp. 61-88.
2Frances A. Mullen, "Truancy and Classroom Disorder as Symptoms
of Personality Problems," Journal of Educational Psychology, Vol.
XXXXI (February, 19$0), pp. 97-109.
3f. N. Freeman and C. D. Flory, National Society for the Study
of Education, "Growth Difference in Bright and Dull," Forty-Third
Yearbook, Part II Adolescence (Bloomington, Illinois, l9hk)t PP*
X55I
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studied by Freeman and Flory. They reported?
The distribution of factors may be such that
growth curves at different intelligence levels,
are approximately parallel or may even show some
tendency toward convergence. But over that whole
range of mental ability the evidence points to the
conclusion that the bright tends to grow away from
the dull.1
Freeman and Flory further stated! "That in drawing inference
from tentative conclusions, the rate of growth of persons of different
levels of ability, and not on the age which such growth terminates,
2
is the point of emphasis.11
J. G. Umstatt had this to says
Pupils of extremely high intelligence and those of
inferior mental ability may both become maladjusted in
part because of this ability or disability. The teacher's
actions will determine in large measure the course follow
ed: the normal or a deviation from the normal. Unless
the teacher recognizes superior ability and gives opportun
ity for exercise and recognition, serious consequences may
result.
Umstattd further stated:
That the bright pupil, forced to proceed at a
snail's pace, will become irritated and bored and
will seek other avenues through which his pent-up
mental energy may find release. The dull pupil, if
pressed too much to perform tasks beyond his level—
a situation to be found quite frequently—will be
come hopelessly confused. Those with spirit will soon
become recalcitrant, while the less spirited may de
velop a smoldering hatred for the teacher and the
llbid.
2lbid.
3J. G. Umstattd, Secondary School Teaching (New York: Ginn and
Company, 19hk), pp. 92-W*
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school.
"The mental ability of the pupil, of whatever level, is intri
cately associated with all the causes of maladjustment analyzed thus
far. The mind's sensitivity is in itself to some degree a determi
nant of the effect any cause may have upon the individual. Thus the
highly alert pupil may sense or even imagine conditions -which may
lead to unfortunate maladjustments, "while the stupid fellow may some
times be unscathed by the most potent thrust at his imperturability,"
said Umstattd.2
Douglass had this to say concerning scholarship:
That the various artificial devices for improving
scholarship may be classified as negative or positive.
Usually the negative and the positive are simply two
aspects of the same devicef yet one may be emphasized
to the relative obsecurity of the other. For example,
posting a list of honor pupils emphasizes the positive
aspect of device, which also has its negative aspect,
namely, the disappointment at not being included in
such a list.3
Douglas further stated: "That posting a list of those in danger
of failure emphasizes the negative aspect, though it also operates in




3Harl R. Douglass, Modern Administration of Secondary Schools
(NewYork: Ginn And Company, 195U), pp. 32U-325.
^Ibid.
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Truancy and ESctra-Curricular Activities
Several studies have been undertaken to determine the truancy
of children. Cook speaks of the rise of truancy in this manners
We know that most children, when very young, play
going to school and look forward eagerly to kindergarten;
yet somewhere along the line a feeling of antagonism is
created and truance is in the making. Studies show that
in the developmental pattern of place, gang life is more
frequent among boys than girls; the greatest amount of
truance is among the gang, therefore, boys show a greater
amount of truance than do girls.1
Several approaches to a possible solution have been tried and
some very interesting results have been reported. The following
results were reported by Prudys
Daring the ten-year period, ending in 2$l$t boys
who engaged in varsity sports at a high school in
Franklin, Mew Jersey had a slightly higher scholastic
average than the non-athletic boys. The 98 athletes
involved in the study had an average scholastic index
of 3.2? per cent, while that of the 18? non-athletes
was 3.12 per cent of the athletes of the basketball
squad. These athletes ranked second, while the mem
bers of the football squad ranked lowest, their average
was higher than that of the non-athletes. It was the
boys' sports that raised the scholastic average of the
school. The three-letter boys had an average scholastic
index of 3.V? per cent.2
The athletics program is more controversial than any other
extra-class activity. It attracts more interest among the student
body and the public than other groups of pupil activities, and it has
great potentialities for worthwhile learning experiences. At the same
time, it is probably the subject of more abuse than any phase of the
educational program in the secondary school.
iLloyd Allen Cook, Community Background of EducationfNew York s
Ginn and Company, 1939), pp. 139-155* !
B. L.Prudy, "Athletes,» The Clearing House, Vol. XXIV (December,
191*9), 220. s—
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Anderson, Grim, and Gruhn stated that the program of athletics
at the senior high school level may be characterized as follows:
a) It is primarily an interscholastic program, with most
of the interest and energy of faculty and students di
rected towaed developing winning teams*
b) Participation is limited to a small part of the student
body. If there are teams other than the varsity, they
tend to exist to prepare material for the first team rather
than to give the participating youth a -wholesome educa
tional experience*
c) The program of athletics is largely divorced from other
aspects of the educational program, instead of being
closely integrated with them. In fact, it is frequently
as unrelated to other phases of health and physical edu
cation in the school curriculum as it is to such subjects
as English and mathematics.
The program of athletics at the senior high school level may be
further characterized according to Anderson, Grim, and Gruhn as followss
a) There is much less attention given to sports which are
likely to be enjoyed in adult life, such as tennis, golf,
and swimming*
b) Much attention is given to the spectator situation and
the support of sports fans in the community.2
Anderson, Grim, and Gruhn also stated the following facts:
The only justification for the inclusion of any activity
in the curriculum of a secondary school is that it contri
butes to the educational growth and development of youth.
Measured by this criterion, the athletics program in most
senior high schools is indeed found wanting. It is true
that more and more schools are developing broad intramural
programs. 3
Summary of the Literature*— A review of the literature reveals
that 92 per cent of the children that were of school age, during the
period of this study, 19ii£-196l, attended the public schools in
IVernon £. Anderson, Paul R. Grim, and William T. Gruhn,
Principles and Practices of Secondary Education, New lark: The Ronald
Press Company, 1951), pp. 220-221.
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Ooweta County. However, less than 2$ per cent remained for graduation,
the literature revealed.
The literature indicated that the greatest single factor to the
pupil elimination from school is intelligence. A further study of the
literature revealed that there are more retarded pupils in school than
accelerated; it would appear, therefore, that neither retardation nor
failure is a major factor, but these two factors accompanied by chron
ological age is a composite major factor.
Further investigations revealed that the health factors of the
ordinary minor cases of tooth caries, tonsils, adenoids, etc., were
not significant causes of elimination.
The literature also indicated that more than one-half of the
"dropouts" was boys, but the study made by Prudy, covering a ten-year
period, indicated that 98 boys who participated in extra-curricular
activities, such as baseball, basketball, etc., remained in school
longer than others and made better index averages than the non-athletic
participants. From this point of view, the writer believes that the
time given to extra-curricular activities may be an important means
of holding students in high school. It seems to be but natural that
like-minded students should want to band together. However, if school
activities are organized & r so cial purposes alone, they frequently
lead to difficulties that produce greater eliminations.
IPrudy, op. cit.
CHAPTER H
PRESENTATION AND INTERPRETATION OP DATA
General Description of Treatment of Data*—The data obtained from
the analysis of one hundred and forty-four subjects are presented in
table and graphic form in this chapter.
For purposes of comparison, all data were analyzed for each of
the following groups: (1) The one-hundred and forty-four pupils as
a whole in each subject-matter field and certain other traits named
in the study. (2) The "dropouts" through the first seven years and
those that remained. (3) The "dropouts" through the last five years or
high school and. those that ramained for graduation, (k) The personal
characteristics of the graduates and the non-graduates. (5) The
average number of days present and the average number of days absent
of the graduates and non-graduates. (6) The physical conditions of the
graduates and non-graduates.
The mean differences between each group in subject-matter field
were calculated and treated for significance by the use of the "t"
test of significant difference.•*• Personal characteristics, days
attended, physical conditions, participation in extra-curricular acti
vities was formulated. This hypothesis was tested statistically by
■hlenry S. Garrett, Statistic in Education and Psychology, (New York:
Longman, Green and Company, Inc., 19i>3), pp. 189-191*.
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utilizing the standard error of Hie "t".
The writer was only willing to accept "Hie reliability of statis
tics that proved significant at or beyond the ore per sent level of
confidence. This high degree of reliability was demanded so that at
least ninety-nine times out of every hundred results would probably
be correct and only once out of every hundred would there be a prob
ability of being wrong. The criterion of the reliability used leaves
no doubt of the validity of significant statistics reported.
Enrollments and Dropouts on the Years 19U9-1961 for
Beginning of Data Treatment
Total Number and Per Cent of Graduates and Non-Graduates.—The
total number and per cent of graduates and non-graduates and ths grade
in which most "dropouts" occured are presented in Table 1, Figure 1,
Figure 2 and 3.
As indicated in Table 1, and Figure 1, of the 1*4 students who
entered tiie first grade at Central High School for the first time
during the fall of 192*9, 77 or 53.1*7 per cent were graduated in June,
1961, and 67 or 1*6.J>3 per cent dropped out between entrance in 19k9 and
graduation in 1961.
Table 1, also indicates that of the non-graduate group of sixty-
seven students or 100 per cent of the dropouts returned for the first
four years. However, three or 2.08 per cent of the total number en
tering in 19U9 did not complete the fourth year, 19^2-53. Sixty-four
•'•Ibid, pp. 197-201.
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or 95.52 per cent of the "dropouts" returned to school ths fifth year,
1953-1951*. Table 1, further indicates that out of the total number of
sixty-seven dropouts, fifty-nine or 88.06 per cent returned the sixth
year. Fifty-two or 77.61 per cent returned the seventh year; forty-
four or 65.67 per cent returned the ei^ith year, 1956-57. Table 1,
will further show that out of the total number of sixty-seven "dropouts,"
thirty four or 50.7/5 per cent returned the ninth year; twenty-one or
31.31* per cent returned the tenth year, 1958-1959. Twelve or 17.91 per
cent of the "dropouts" returned the eleventh year, 1959-60, and, four or
5.97 per cent of ths original 67 "dropouts" were left to start the
twelfth year, 1960-61. These four dropped out before the end of the
1960-61 school term was over. Further interesting facts were revealed
from this Table when the writer tabulated the number of dropouts on a
year to year basis. It was revealed that the largest number and per
cent of the total number of "dropouts" cane during the ninth year, 13 or
±9.14.0 per cent of the total number of "dropouts^ The Table will further
show that forty-eight or 71.61* per cent of the total number of "dropouts",
67, cams during the seventh, eight, ninth, tenth, and eleventh year. The
Table shows thdb the fewest number of "dropouts" during the elementary
years came during the first four year, 3 or i*.l*8 per cent of the total
number of "dropouts." The fewest number of "dropouts," during the high-
school years, came during the twelfth year, 1* or 5.97 per cent of the
total number.
The writer has not attempted to compare boys and girls in this
study but he could not overlook certain interesting facts as revealed by
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Total Enrollment for 19U9-1953, first
four years XXXXXXXXXXE^XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX lhh
Per Cent of dropouts for the first
four years ^_ XX 2.
Total Enrollment for 1953-1951*, the
fifth year. mxXXmXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX
Per Cent of dropouts for the fifth
year 3GCX 3*h7%
Total Enrollment for the sixth year,
195L-1955 _X]DD[XXXXXXXXXXX]QCXXXK 136
Per Cent of dropouts for the sixth
year XXXX h»
Total Enrollment for the seventh
year. 1955-56 XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX 129
Per Cent of dropouts for the seventh
year XXXXX 5.56$
Total Enrollment for the eighth year,
1956-57 ; XXXXXXXXXXXXXX 121
Per Cent of dropouts for the eighth
year XXXXXXX 6.9k%
Total Enrollment for the ninth year,
1957-58 XXXXXXXXXXX 111
Per Cent of dropouts for the ninth
year _JXXXXXXXX 9.03$
Figure 1. - Bar-graph showing the entering enrollment and. enrollment
and withdrawals of successive years for graduates and non-
graduates of Central High School for the years 19l*9-196l.
the analysis of the records. However, it is to note, that eighty-two
or 56,9k per cent of the lljj. students that entered the first grade in
19li9 at Central High School were girls and sixty-two or 1*3.06 per cent
of the Ikh students were boys. Even years later or at the end of their
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Total Enrollment for the tenth year,
1958-1959 XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX3OX 98
Per Gent of dropouts for the tenth
year XXXXXX6. 2$%
Total Enrollment for the eleventh year,
1959-1960 mxxxxxxxmxxxx 89
Per Cent of dropouts for the eleventh
year __ JOXXX 5.56$
Total Enrollment for the twelfth year,
1960-1961 mmraram 81
Per Cent of dropouts for the twelfth
year. __JQC 2.78$
Figure 2. - Bar-Graph showing the entering enrollment and enrollment
and withdrawals of successive years for graduates and non-
graduates of Central High School for the years 1958-1961,
Total number of dropouts, 19U9-1961
mmmxmmxm 67
Total number dropped out in elementary
school XraXDCXXXXXXX 23
Per Cent of total enrollment dropouts
represented XXXXXXXXXXXX 31.33$
Total number dropped out in high
school raxraraxxxxxxx hk
Per Cent of total enrollment dropouts
represented XXXXXXXXXXXXXKXIXXX 65.67$
Figure 3. - Bar-Graph shows a relationship or makes a comparison between
the dropouts during the elementary-school years against
those during the students hi^i-school career.
elementary school career, the boys closed the gap some what. Out of the
one-hundred aid twenty-one students that were left to start Ihe eighth
grade, 58 or U7.89 per cent of ths one-hundred and twenty-one student
body remaining from the 19^9-1950 first graders. Five years later or at
28
TABLE I
THE ENTERING ENROLLMENT AND THE ENROLLMENT AND DROPOUTS OF
SUCCESSOTS YEARS FOR THE GRADUATES AND NON-GRADUATES OF THE
































































































































graduation time in 1961 the gap between the girls and boys began to
increase again. The records show that h2 or 5luii.il per cent of the 1961-
graduating class were girls and 36 or li£.56 per cent were boys.
"School Marks" Obtained in Subject-Matter
and Activities Area
School Marks in English of the Seventy-Seven Graduates.—-School
marks in English, rounded to the nearest integer, for the seventy-seven
graduates are presented in a frequency distribution in Table 2.
As indicated in Table 2, the distribution of school marks in
English for the graduates show a mean mark of 76*08, with a standard
error of the mean of ,81, and a standard deviation of 7»O7. The group
shows a median score of 75.87, with a standard error of the median of
1.01.
Table 2, shows that 22 or 28.57 per cent of the graduates attained
marks within the range set off by one sigma below the mean. It further
reveals that 17 or 22.08 per cent of the graduates attained marks within
the range set off by one sigma above the mean. Fifteen or 19.1*8 per
cent attained marks between the second and third sigma above the mean.
Nineteen or 2l*.68 per cent of the graduates attained marks between the
second and third sigma below the mean.
The highest "average mark" attained by the graduate group was 92
and the lowest "average mark" was sixty-three.
School Marks in English of the Sixty-Seven Non-Graduates,~As in
dicated in Table 2, the distribution of school marks in English for the
non-graduates shows a mean score of 71.88, with a standard error of the
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TABLE 2
FREQUENCY DISTRIBUTION OF SCHOOL MARKS IN ENGLISH
OF THE SEVENTY-SEVEN GRADUATE AND THE
sixty-seven non-graduates, listing per








































































































mean of .72 and a standard deviation of 5*89* The group shows a
median score of 71.79 with a standard error of the median of .90,
Table 2, further reveals that 22 or 32.8I4. per cent of the non-
graduates attained marks within the range set off by one sigma below
the mean, while 19 or 28.36 per cent of the non-graduates attained
marics within the range set off by one sigma above the mean • Four or
5.97 per cent of the non-graduates attained marks between the second
sigma set off by the group above the mean.
The highest "average mark" attained by the non-graduates was 87
and the lowest was 53*
Comparative Data,—As indicated in Table 2, only 13 or 19.1*0 per
cent of the non-graduates attained marks above 76.08, the mean of the
graduate group. Forty-two or 62.69 per cent of the group attained
marks below the mean of the graduates. Nineteen or 2l*.68 per cent of
the graduates attained marks below the mean of 71.88 of the non-gradu
ate group.
Further, Table 2 indicates that the percentage of overlapping
between the two groups is small; therefore the smaller this percentage
of over lapping - that is the more -the overlapping extends below the
mean of the graduate group - the more significant the difference be
tween the two groups for practical purposes.
The "t« Ratio of the Groups.—Table 3, which indicates the signi
ficant difference between the two groups, shows that the standard error
of the mean difference between the two groups was 1.09? the signifi
cance of "t" was 3.86 in favor of the graduates. This "t" of 3.86 is
32
TABLE 3
SUMMAffif OF ACHIEVEMEIOTDATA IN SNGLISH




























beyond the one per cent level of confidence; therefore, the writer re
jects the null hypothesis and concludes that ninety-nine times out of
a hundred, this same group of graduates under the same or similar situ
ations, will attain marks in English significantly higher than 1he same
group of non-graduates under the same or similar conditions.
School Marks in Mathematics of the Seventy-Seven Graduates.—
School marks in Mathematics, rounded to the nearest integer, for the
seventy-seven graduates are presented in a frequency distribution in
Table h> page 33.
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TABLE h
FREQUENCY DISTRIBUTION OF SCHOOL MARKS IN MATHEMATICS OF THE
SEVENTY-SEVEN GRADUATES AND THE SIXTY-SEVEN
NON-GRADUATES, LISTING PER OBIT, CERTAIN MEASURES OF











































































































As indicated in Table 1*. the distribution of school marks in
mathematics for the graduates shows a mean mark of 75.1$, and third
sigma below the mean*
The highest "average mark" for the group was 93 and the lowest
score was 63.
School Marks in Mathematics of the Sixty-Seven Non-Graduates•--
School marks in Mathematics, rounded to the nearest integer, for the
sixfcy-seven non-graduates are presented in a frequency distribution in
Table k*
As indicated in Table 1*, the distribution of school marks in
Mathematics for the non-graduate group shows a mean score of 71*71>
with a standard error of the mean of .71* and a standard deviation of
5»81*. The group shows a median score of 70*63, with a standard error
of tte median of .89. As further indicated, in Table U. fifty-four or
80*60 per cent of the non-graduates attained marks within the range
set off by one sigma above and cne sigma below the mean* Nine or
13.1*3 per cent attained marks between the first and second sigmas above
the mean. One or 1*1*9 per cent attained marks between the second and
first sigmas below the mean. Two or 2.98 per cent attained marks be
tween the second and third sigmas above the mean. One or 1.1*9 per
cent of the non-graduates attained marks between the third and fourth
sigma below the mean*
Comparative Data.--The highest "average mark" attained by the
non-graduate group was 87 and the lowest "average mark" was b3« Now
here are some interesting facts concerning the two groups: Only
eleven or ll*.2° per cent of the graduates attained marks below the mean
of the non-graduates, while fifty-two or 67»i>3 per cent attained marks
above the mean of the non-graduates. On the other hand, only twenty-
tow or 32.814 per cent of the non-graduates maintained grades above the
mean (75?,IiD) of the graduates while forty-five or 67.16 per cent had
grades below the mean, (75.J4D) of the graduates. Now, this small over
lapping of the means of the two groups indicates the significant
differences between the two groups as shown in Table h»
TABLE 5
SUMMARY OF ACHIEVEMENT DATA IN MATHEMATICS






























ficant differences between the two groups, shows that the standard
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TABLE 5
STMMUHT OF ACHIEVEMENT DATA IN MATHEMATICS OF THE








error of the mean is .80 for the graduates and .71 for the non-gradu
ates. The standard, error of the mean difference between the two
groups is 1.08, with a significance of »tn for the two groups of 3.73
in favor of the graduates; therefore, the writer concludes that ninety-
nine times out of a hundred this same group of graduates under the
same or similar situations, will attain marks in mathematics signifi
cantly higher than the same group of non-graduates. The writer
therefore rejects the null hypothesis.
School Marks in Science of the Seventy-Seven Graduates.—
School marks in Science, rounded to the nearest integer, for the
















FREQUENCY DISTRIBUTION OF SCHOOL MARKS IN SCIENCE OF THE
SEVENTY-SEVEN GRADUATES AND THE SIXTI-SEVEN
NON-GRADUATES, LISTING PER CENT, CMTAIN












































































































As indicated in Table 6, the distribution of school marks in
Science for the graduates shows a mean mark of 76,68, with a standard
error of the mean of the group of .82, and a standard deviation of
7.22. The group shows a median score of 76«3J>> with a standard error
of the median of 1.03.
The Table further indicates that sixty-four or 83.12 per cent
of the graduates attained marks within the range set off by one sigma
above and one sigma below the mean* Fiver or 6,h9 per cent attained
marks between or at the first and second sigmas above the mean* Four
or 5*19 per cent of the group attained marks between the first aid
second sigmas below the mean. Two or 2.60 per cent of the graduates
attained marks between tie seccnd and third sigmas above the mean.
Two or 2.60 per cent of the graduates attained marks between the second
and third sigmas below the mean*
The highest "average mark" attained by the graduate group in
Science was ninety-five and tte lowest "average mark11 was fifty-eight.
School Marks in Science of the Sixty-Seven Non-Graduates.—
School marks in Science rounded to tte nearest integer, for the sixty-
seven non-graduates are presented in a frequency distribution in
Table 6*
As indicated in that Table, the distribution of the school marks
in Science for the non-graduate group shows a mean score of 73.56,
with a standard error of the mean of ,79> and a standard deviation of
6,kk» The group shows a median score of 72.75* with a standard error
39
of tte median of 99•
Table 6, further indicates that Forty-Nine or 73.13 per cent of
the non-graduates attained marks within the range set off by one sigma
above and ons sigma below the mean. Fourteen or 20.96 per cent of the
group attained marks between the first and second sigraas above the mean
and two or 2.99 per cent attained marks between the second and third
sigmas above the mean. None of -the members of the non-graduate group
attained marks belox* the first sigma of the mean in Science.
The highest "average mark" attained by tte non-graduate group
was 95 and the lowest "average mark" attained by the non-graduate group
was 65.
Comparative Data.—As indicated in Table 6, thirty or 1jU.78 pa-
cent of the non-graduate group attained marks above the mean of fee
graduate group while only twenty-three or 3U.33 per cent of the non-
graduate group attained marks below the mean of the graduate. On the
other hand, fifty or 61+.9JU per cent of the graduates attained marks
above the mean of ihe non-graduates, while eleven or li*.29 per cent of
the graduates received grades below tte mean of the non-graduates.
Again, the overlapping of the two means, indicating significant
differences between tte two groups.
The "t» Ratio of the Groups.—Table 7, which indicates the signi
ficant differences between the two groups, shows thi the standard error
of the mean is .82 for the graduates and .79 for the non-graduates.
The standard error of the mean difference is 1.05, with a significance
of "t" for the two groups of 2.97 in favor of the graduates. Therefore,
the writer rejects the null hypothesis pertaining to science achieve
ment*
TABLE 7
SUMMARY OF ACHIEVEMENT DATA IN SCIENCE OF THE
GRADUATES AND NON-GRADUATES
Statistics Graduates Non-Graduates
Number of Cases 77 67
Mean 76.68 73.56
Si©na 7.22 S,hh
S. E. M. .82 .79
M]_ - M2 3.12
S. E. Mdn. 1.05
"t» 2.97
School Marks in Vocation of the Seventy-Seven Graduates.—
School marks in Vocation, rounded to the nearest integer, for the
seventy-seven graduates are presented in a frequency distribution in
Table 8.
As indicated in that Table, the distribution of school marks in
Vocation fa- the graduates shows a mean score of 78.22, with a standard
error of the mean of .55, and a standard deviation of ii.87.
It is further indicated in Table 8, that 62 or 80.51 per cent of
the group attained marks within the range set off by one sigma above
41
TABLE 8
FREQUENCY DISTRIBUTION OF SCHOOL MASKS IN VOCATION OF THE
SEVENTY-SEVEN GRADUATES AND SIXTY-SEVEN NON-GRADUATES,








































































































and one sigma below the mean. Nine or 11.69 per cent of ihe group
attained marks between the first or at the second sigma above the mean.
One or 1.29 per cent of tiie group attained marks above the second sigma
hz
sigma from the mean* Five or 6*1|9 per cent of the graduates attained
marks below one sigma from the mean* None of the graduate group
attained marks below two sigmas of "the mean*
The highest "average mark" attained by the graduate group was
ninety and the lowest "average mark" attained by the group was sixty-
seven*
School Marks in Vocation of the Sixty-Seven Non-Graduate»~
School marics in Vocation, rounded to Hie nearest integer, for the sixty-
seven non-graduates are presented in a frequency distribution in Table
8.
As Indicated in Table 8, the distribution of school marks in
Vocation for the non-graduate group shows a mean mark of 73.93, with a
standard error of the mean of .83, and a standard deviation of 6*75*
It is itarther indicated in Table 8, that fifty or 71**62 per cent
of the non-graduates attained marks within the range set off by one
sigma above and one sigma below the mean* Ten or lli*92 per cent of
the non-graduate group attained marks between the first and second
sigmas above the mean* None attained marks beyond the third sigma of
the mean. Six or 8.95 per cent of the non-graduate group attained
marks between the first and second sigmas below the mean, while only
one or 1.1$ per cent attained marks below the second sigma from the
mean*
The hi^iest "average mark" attained by the non-graduate group
was eighty-seven and the lowest "average mark" was fifty-five*
h3
Comparative Data.—It is further indicated in Table 8, that
twenty-two or 32.81± per cent of the non-graduate group attained marks
above the mean, of 78.22, of the graduate group, and forty-five or
67.16 per cent of the non-graduate group scored below 1fae mean of the
graduate group. On the otter hand, sixty or 77*92 per cent of the
graduate group scored above the mean of the non-graduate group, while
only eleven or Hj..29 per cent of the graduate group attained marks
below the mean of the non-graduates*
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The "t" Ratio of the Groups.—As indicated in Table 9, the
standard error of the mean for the graduates is .55 and the standard
error for the non-graduate group was .83.
The standard error of the mean difference between the two groups
was .92. The "t" of the two groups was ii.66. 3y the standard agreed
upon, this "t" is above the one per sent level of confidence of 2.58,
and is significant. Therefore, the writer rejects tte null hypothesis.
On the present evidence, there is a real difference existing between
the graduates and the non-graduates on the factor of vocation.
School Marks in Social Studies of the Seventy-Seven Graduates.—
School marks in Social Studies, rounded to the nearest integer, for
the seventy-seven graduates are presented in a frequency distribution
in Table 10.
As indicated in Table 9, ihe distribution of school marks in
Social Studies for the graduate group shows a mean mark of 76.U8,
with a standard error of the mean of .82, and a standard deviation of
7.18. The group shows a median mark of 76.76, with a standard error
of the median of 1.03.
Table 10, further indicates th± fifty-two or 67.53 per cent of
the graduates attained marks within the range set off by one sigraa
above and one sigraa below the mean. Eleven or 1^.29 per cent attain
ed marks between the first and second sigmas above the mean and two
or 2.59 per cent of the graduates attained marics three sigmas above the
mean. Twelve or 15.58 per cent of the graduates attained marks between
the first and second sigmas below the mean.
The highest "average mark" attained by the graduate group was
ninety-thr ee ani the lowest "average mark" was sixty-three.
k$
TABLE 10
DISTRIBUTION OF SCHOOL MARKS IN
SOCIAL STUDIES OF THE SEVENTY-SEVEN
GRHDOATES AND SIXTY-SEVEN NON-GRADUATES,
LISTING PER CENT, CERTAIN MEASURES




















































































































School Martcs in Social Studies of the Sixby-Seven Non-Gradu
ates.—Table 10, shows that this non-graduate group had a mean score
of 72.90, with a standard error of the mean of .82, and a standard
deviation of 6.70. The group also shows a median score of 72.51*»
with a standard error of the median of 1.03,
The highest "average mark" for the sixty-seven non-graduates was
eighty-seven and the lowest "average mark" was fifty-three.
Table 10 further indicates that forty-eight or 71.61* per cent
of thanon-graduate group attained marks within the range set off by
one sigmas above and one sigraa below the mean. Thirteen or 19.1*0
per cent of the group attained marks between the first and second
sigmas above the mean and one or 1.1*9 per cent of the non-graduates
attained marks between the second and third sigmas above the mean.
Four or 5«96 per cent of the non-graduate group scored or attained
marks between the first and second sigmas below the mean while only one
or 1.1*9 per cent of tte group attained marks between tl» second and
third sigmas below the mean.
Comparative Data.—As indicated in Table 11, forty-four or
57.11* per cent of the graduates attained marks beyond the mean of the
non-graduate group, while eighteen or 23.51 per cent of the graduate
group, while eighteen or 23.51 per cent of the graduate group attained
marks below the mean of 72.90 of the non-graduates. On the other hand,
seventeen or 2i>.37 per cent of ths non-graduates attained marks beyond
the mean of the 76.1*8 of 1foe graduates, while thirty-seven or 55.22
per cent of the non-graduate group attained marks below the mean of the
graduates. This ovelapping of the means of 1he non-graduate group and
the graduates indicates the snail significant differences between the
TABLE 11
SUMMARY CF ACHIEtfMiOT MTA IN SOCIAL STUDIES OF THE
























The "t" Ratio of the Groups.—Table 11, which indicates Uie
difference reveal a standard error of the mean score of the graduates
of .83 and a score for the non-graduate groups of .82. The standard
error of the mean difference between the two groups is found to be
1.07, with a significance "t" of 3.31* in favor of the graduate group.
Therefore, by.the standards agreed upon, the null hypothesis pertain
ing to social studies is again rejected.
School Marks in Health of the Seventy-Seven Graduates.— School
marks in Health, rounded to the nearest integer, for the seventy-
seven Graduates are presented in a frequency distribution in Table 11.
As indicated in that table, the distribution of school marks in
Health for the graduates show mean mark of 77«U6, with a standard
error of the mean of .87, and a standard deviation of 7.6j>» The
median mark of 77«iiO for the group shows a standard error of 12ie medi
an of 1.09.
Table 11, further shows that sixty-two or 80.57 per cent of the
graduates attained marks within the range set off by one sipia above
and one sipa below the mean. Two or 2.i>9 per cent attained marks
between the first and second sigmas above the mean and three or 3.89 per
cent attained marks between the second and third sigmas above the mean.
Two or 2.59 per -cent of the graduates attained marks between the second
and third sigmas below the mean.
The highest "average mark" attained by the group was ninety-five,
and the lowest "average mark" was fifty-eight.
School marks in Health of the Sixty-Seven Non-Graduates.-- School
marks in Health, rounded to the nearest integer, for the sixty-seven
non-graduates are presented in a frequency distribution in Table 12.
As indicated, the distribution of school marks shows a mean
score of 75*39, with a standard error cf the mean of .96, and a
standard deviation of 7.B9. The group shows a median score of 7!?.<U5,
with a standard error of the median of 1.21.
As further indicated in Table 12, fifty-nine or 88.06 per cent
of the non-graduates attained marks within the range set off by one
sigma above and one sigma below the msan. Three or Ii.li8 per cent of
k9
TABIE 12
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the group attained marks between the first and second sipias above the
mean. Two or 2.98 per cent of the non-graduates attained marks between
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the group attained marks between the first anil second sigmas above the
mean* Two or 2.98 per cent of the non-graduates attained marks between
the second and third sigmas above the ma an. Three or k*k% per cent of
the group attained marks between tte first and second sigmas below the
mean. There was none of the non-graduates scoring or attaining marks
below the second sigma below the mean.
The highest "average mark" attained by the non-graduate group
was ninety-five aid the lowest "average mark" attained by the group was
sixty-two.
The median for the group as shown in Table 12, is 75,h$» The
median and the mean rounded to the nearest integer is seventy-five*
The distribution, therefore, approximates normality in that the
cluster about the mean is almost equally distributed.
Comparative Data.—As indicated in Table 12, twenty-two or 32.8U
per cent of the non-graduates attained marks above the mean of the
graduates, while thirty-eight or 56.72 per cent of the non-graduates
attained marks below the mean of the graduates. On the other hand,
forty-three or 55*Bit per cent of the graduates attained marks above
the mean of the non-graduates, while seventeen or 22.08 per cent of
the graduates attain ed marks at or below the mean of the non-graduates.
This heavy overlapping of the means of the two groups indicates the
significant difference between the two groups is insignificant, and is
scored as a victory for the non-graduates.
The "t" Ratio of the Groups.—Table 13, which indicates the signi
ficant differences between the two groups, shows that the standard
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error of the mean is .87 for the graduates and .96 for the non-gradu
ates. The standard error of the mean difference between the two groups
is 1.30, with a significance of nt" for the two groups of 1.59. There
fore, by the standards agreed upon the writer accepts the null hypo
thesis.
School Marks in Reading of the Seventy-Seven Graduates.—School
marks in Reading, rounded to the nearest integer, for the seventy-
seven graduates are presented in a frequency distribution in Table lU«
As indicated in ths table, the distribution of the marks in Reading
for the graduates shows a mean mark of 76.08, with a standard error of
of the mean of the group of .90, and a standard deviation for the group
TABLE ll(.
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of 7.88. The group shows a median score of 75.96, with a standard
error of the median of 1.13.
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Ik,will furtiier reveal that seventy-two or 93.57 per cent of
the graduates attained marks within the range set off by one sigma
above and one sigma below tte mean. One or 1.29 per cent of the
graduates attained marks between or at the first and second sigmas
above the mean. Three or 3.89 per cent of the graduates attained
marks beyond the second sigma fron the mean. Ten or 12.99 per cent of
the graduates attained marks between the first and second sigmas be
low the mean of the graduate group, while one cr 1.29 per cent of the
graduates attained marks below the second sigma from the mean.
The highest "average mark" attained by the graduate group was
ninety-five and the lowest "average mark" attained by the graduate
group was fifty-five.
School Marks in Reading of the Sixty-Seven Non-Graduates.—
School marks in Reading, rounded to the nearest integer, for the sixty-
seven non-graduates are presented in a frequency distribution in Table
Hu As indicated, the distribution of these marks above in Reading
shows a mean mark of 7U.56, with a standard error the mean of .83, and
a standard deviation of 6.81,
As indicated in Table li|, fifty-three or 81.19 per cent of the
non-graduate group attained marks within the range set off by one sigma
above and one signa below the mean. Eleven or Ib.hl per cent of the
group attained marks between the first and second sigmas above the mean.
One or 1.1*9 per cent of the non-graduates attained marks above two
sigmas above the mean. Two or 2.98 per cent of the group attained
marks between the first and second sigmas below the mean. None of the
TABIE 15
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group attained marks below foe second sigma frcm the mean.
The mean and the median, rounded to the nearest whole integer, is
seventy-five. The distribution therefore approximates normality in
that the cluster about the mean is almost equally distributed*
The highest "average mark" attained by the non-graduate group
was eighty-nine and the lowest "average mark" attained by this group
was fifty-nine.
Comparative Data.—Table lli, indicates that thirty-eight or
56.72 per cent of the non-graduate group attained marks above the mean
of the graduate group of 76.08, and twenty-one or 31.3h per cent of
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tte non-graduate group attained marks below the mean of the graduates.
In the case of the graduate group, thirty-six or h£, 75 per cent of the
graduates attained marks above the mean of 7it.i>6, of the non-graduates.
Twenty-seven or 35*06 per cent of the graduates attained marks below
the mean of the non-graduates.
The "t" Ratio of the Groups.—As indicated in Table 15, the
standard error of the mean for the graduate and non-graduate groups
was .90 and .83, respectively.
The standard error of the mean difference between the two groups
was 1.15* The "t" of the two groups!® s 1.31.
By the standards agreed upon, this "t" is not significant at the
one per cent level of confidence, and indicates that no real differ
ence exists between tte two groups. Accordingly, the null hypothesis
is accepted with confidence! which indicates that, on present evi
dence, there is no real difference between the two groups on the factor
of reading.
School Marks in Physical Education of the Seventy-Seven Graduates
and Mon-Graduates.—School marks in Physical Education, rounded to the
nearest integer, for the graduates are presented in a frequency distri
bution in Table 16. And as indicated in this table, sixty-three or
81.82 per cent of the graduates attained marks within the range set
off by one sigma above and oib sigraa below the mean.
Ten or 12.98 per cent of the graduates attained marks between
the first or at the second sigma above the mean of the graduates. None
of the graduating group attained marks below or at the first sigma
TABLE 16
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below the mean. However, four or 5.19 per cent of this group attained
grades between the first and. second sigmas below the mean of the gradu
ates.
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The highest "average mark" attained by the graduate group was
91 and the lowest "average mark" was fifty-nine attained by the gradu
ates. The median and the mean for the graduates shown in Table 16,
rounded to the nearest integer is seventy-sevenj therefore, the distri
bution approximates normality in that the cluster about the mean is
almost equally distributed.
School Marks in Physical Education of the Sixty-Seven Mon-
Graduates«—School marks in Physical Education, rounded to the nearest
integer, for the sixty-seven non graduates are presented in a fre-
tpency distribution in Table 16. As indicated in this table, the dis
tribution of the marks show a mean mark of 73.91, with a standard
error of the mean of .72, and a standard deviation of 5.93,
As indicated further in Table 16, fifty-five or 82.07 per cent
of the non-graduates attained marks within the range set off by one
sigma above and one sigma below the mean. Seven or 10.1j5 per cent of
this group attained marks between the first and second sigmas above the
mean. One or I,h9 per cent of the non-graduates attained marks above
two sigmas above the mean. Three or k»hl per cent of this group attain
ed marks below the first sigma from the mean. One or 1.U9 per cent of
the non-graduates attained marks below the second sigma below the mean.
The highest "average marie" attained by the non-graduates was
eighty-eight and the lowest "average mark" was sixty.
Comparative Data.—Table 16, indicates that eighteen or 26.87 per
cent of the non-graduates attained marks beyond the mean of the gradu
ates and forty-four or 65.67 per cent of the non-graduates attained
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marks below the mean of the graduates, which was 76.73. On the other
hand, forty-six or 68.68 per cent of the graduate group attained marks
above the mean of the non-graduate of 73»91, while twenty-one or 31.U3
per cent of the graduates attained marks below the mean of the non-
graduates. This heavy overlapping of the two means indicates that
there couldn't have been too much difference between these two groups.
TABLE 17
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indicated in Table 17, the
standard error of the mean for the graduate and non-graduate groups
was eighty-three hundredths and seventy-two hundredths, respectively.
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The standard error of the mean difference between tte two groups
was one-hundred and eleven. The "t" of the two groups was 2.5li, in
favor of the non-graduates.
By the standards agreed upon, this "t" is not significant at the
one per cent level of confidence, and indicates that there were no
significant differences between the two groups on the factor of physi
cal education.
Summation of Findings.—Throughout the subject-matter fields
included in tiiis study, the analysis of the records has indicated that
the graduates as a group have consistently attained higher "average
marks" than the non-graduate group.
Over tha total twelve-year period, sixteen or 23.73 per cent of
the non-graduates scored or attained marks beyond the mean of the
graduates, while thirty-six or I4.6.36 per cent of the graduates attained
averages above the mean of the non-graduates. Twenty-nine or hh,O2 per
cent of the non-graduates attained marks below the mean of the gradu
ates. Fifteen or 19.61 per cent of the graduates scored below the non-
graduates.
The record reveals that twenty-four or 30.65 per cent of the
graduates attained marks above the mean of the graduates while twenty-
five or 32.72 per cent of the graduates attained marks below the mean
of the graduates. On the other hand, twenty-nine or kU.02 per cent of
the non-graduates attained marks below the mean of the graduates.
Twenty-six or 38.05 per cent of the graduates attained marks above the
mean cf the non-graduates. Eighteen or 27.i|6 per cent of the non-
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graduates attained marks below ttemean of the non-graduates.
Now, what does this mean? It simply mean that everything else
being equal, sixteen or 23.73 per cent of tte non-graduates composing
the non-graduate group had tte ability to do work, (school work) along
with tte average student of tte graduate group. If this indication
has any significance, the educaticnal implications point to the weak
ness of the holding power of tte school or curriculumj moreover, tte
statistical analysis of -the data reveals that the differences between
■Hie mean marks of the two groups have been consistently significant
diffferences at or above the one per cent level of confidence in favor
of tte graduates. The writer is confident, then that these differ
ences are not due to chance factors alone, and further, concludes that
ninety-nine times out of a hundred this same group of graduates, under
the same or similar situations, will attain marks in the same subject-
matter fields significantly higher than the same group of non-graduates
in the sane subject matter-field or similar situations.
Data on Other Factors Pertinent to the Study
The differences, wherever existed, between the graduates and non-
graduates in academic achievement (marks) have already been treated in
the previous section of this study. The Mter part of this study
will treat other selective factors: namely, personal characteristics,
average ages, daily attendance, health status, and participation in
extra-curricula? activities of the two groups, as revealed by further
analysis of the permanent record cards of tte subjects.
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Personal Characteristics of the Seventy-Seven Graduates.—The
personal characteristics included in this study were subdivided into
individual traits, namely, perseverance, retentive memory, dependable-
ness, power of observation, attitude toward school mates,
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temperament, personal appearance, promptness in response, an d manual
ability.
These characteristics were rated as: 1-good, 2-medium, an d 3-
poor. Each pupil was rated by his home-roam instructor once a year.
TABIE 19
A MSTRIBUTION OF THE PERSONAL CHARACTERISTICS OF THE
snrr-SEVM non-graduates, listing *er cmp and
THE NUMBER OF TBfSS THET WEHE RATED BY THEIR INSTRUCTORS
Traits Good Medium Poor
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Retentive Memory Personal Appearance
Dependableness Promptness in Response
Power of Observation Manual Abilaigr
Attitude Toward School Mates
Table 18 shows the rating of the graduates personal character
istics as indicated in columns one, two, and. three* It is indicated
in these columns the number of times the graduates were rated good,
medium, or poor by their teachers. Each child was rated at least
once per year by his home-room teacher.
Table 19 shows the rating of the non-graduates personal
characteristics as indicated in columns one, two, and three. It is
indicated in these columns the number of times the graduates were
rated good, medium, or poor by their teachers on 1he various traits
listed above. Each child was rated at least once per ye ar, by his
home-roomteacher•
Comparative Data of the Personal Characteristics of the Seventy-
Seven Graduates and the Sikby-Seven Non-Graduates.—As indicated in
Tables 18 and 19, the graduates scored a total of four-hundred points
under the caption of good or 53.33 par cent of tte seven-hundred and
fifty points5 while the non-graduates were only able to pick up a
total of forty-seven per cent of the points or 353 points.
Under the caption of medium, the graduates were able to attain
two hundred or 66 and two-thirds per cent of a possible three-hundred
points; while the non-graduates were only able to pick up one-hundred
or 33 and 1/3 of a possible total of three-hundred points.
6k
Under the caption rated poor, the non-graduates out scored the
graduates. Out of a possible one-hundred and sixty-seven total points,
the non-graduates scored a total of one-hundred and nineteen points or
71.25 per cent of the total number of points.
Even though the statistical analysis of the data indicates that
the graduate group as a whole, attained rating in personal character
istics, rated "good," more times than tiie non-graduate group as a
whole. Table 18 and Table 19 indicate that the different instructors
judged the non-graduates as being more perseverance than the graduates.
The non-graduates were said to have a better retentive memory than the
graduates by their instructors. The various instructors labeled the
non-graduates as being prompter in response than the graduates.
According to the instructors who taught and guided these students over
a period of twelve years, the non-graduates -were given credit of hav
ing better manual ability than the graduates.
Table 18 and Table 19, also indicate that the different instruc
tors judged the graduate group as beings more dependable? better
power of observation? better attitude toward the school's program?
better temperamently conditioned? and that they also excelled in per
sonal appearance than the non-graduate group. The graduates also
excelled the non-graduates in those traits which are most important for
success in academic achievement. This agrees with previous findings in
this study, that the graduates attained school marks statistically
higher than the non-graduates.
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Further interpretation of 1fee data in Table 18 and 1°, indi
cates that in most of the traits labeled under the caption of
personal characteristics, attained opposite positions| that is, most
of -fte students of the two groups that were rated "good" in some
traits -were rated %ediumM or "poor" in others and vise versa.
The Average Age of the Seventy-Seven
Graduates and the Sixty-Seven Non-Graduates
At this point, the ages of the members of the two groups will
be treated and analyzed. The literature indicates that there exists a
high correlation between age, certain personality traits, and academie
achievement.
Graduates*—Age averages were taken only at two periods in this
study. Those periods were at the time of their enrollment in the
first grade and at the time of their enrollment in the high school.
The average age of the graduates at the time of enrollment in the first
grade in September, 19h9, was six years and nine months. The average
ages of the graduates at the time of enrollment in the ei^ith grade or
high school was fourteen years and five moniiis of age*
Non-Graduates.—The average ages were taken only at two periods
in this study. Those periods were the same as mentioned on page 61.
The average ages of the non graduates at the time of enrollment in the
first grade was six years, eight months, and twenty-one days. The
Catherine Denworth, National Society for the Study of Education,
Mature and Nurture: Their Influence Upon AchJevewant, Twenty-Seventh
Year Book, Part II (Bloomington, Illinois, 192b1;, pp Sl-90.
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TABIS 20
THE HEALTH STATUS OF THE SEVENTY-SWM GRADUATES
Good Medium Poor
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Total 282 100.00 19 99*99 7 99*99
^General Health, Hearing, Sight, Teeth.
average ages of the non-graduates at the time of enrollment in the
eighth grade or hi$i school, was fourteen years and five months, the
same as the graduates.
Attendance Record of the Seventy-Seven Graduates and
the Sixty-Seven Non-Graduates
Graduates.--The record, revealed that the total number of days
present by the graduates through the elementary school were seventy-
one thousands and one-hundred and forty-eight (71jlli8) days presentj
with an average daily attendance ten-thousand and one-hundred and
sixty-four for the group per year, and an average daily attendance
per person of 132 days per year.
6?
The total enrollment for the graduates thrcugh their high
school career was sixty-five thousand and six-hundred and eighteen
(65,618) school days. This group had an average daily attendance of
one-hundred and seventy days per person.
Non-Graduates>—The record revealed that the total number of
days attended by the non-graduates through their elementary school
career was sixty-one thousand and nine-hundred and eight (61,908)
school days, with an average daily attendance per person of one-
hundred and thirty-two school days.
TABLE 21

















































The non-graduates attended high school a total of twenty-nine
thousand-six hundred and eighteen school days, with daily average
attendance per person of one hundred and sixty-five school days.
63
From Table 20, we can clearly see just how the graduates rate
percentage-wise with the non-graduates in Table 12.
Table 21, shows the Health Status of the sixty-seven pupils as
indicated in this table. There were a total of fo\ar students, accord
ing to this study who had difficulty in seeing and hearing.
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RESPONDS TO THE QUESTIONNAIRE BY THE SEVENTY-SEVEN
GRADUATES AND THE SIXTY-SEVEN NON-GRADUATES
This questionnaire had ten major questions to be answered by
both the graduates and the non-graduates alike* The writer was able
to receive answered questionnaire from all except three of the one-
hundred and. forty-four of the subjects.
The ten major questions were designed to obtain the following
answers or information:
1. Why did you leave school?
2. State your classification and age at the time of your
leavta g.
3* With whom were you living at the time of your withdrawal?
k* What is your highest educational attainment?
5. State whether or not you took an active part in any of the
extra-curricular activities, while enrolled at Central
High School.
6. If you did not take an active part in any of the extra
curricular activities, state your reason.
7« How would you classify your high school's program? You are
to check one: Good Excellent Fair Poor
8. What would be some suggestions that you would offer to im
prove the Central High School: there were sixteen sugges
tions offered by the writer.
9. Do you think a diversified-cooperative training program
wuld have helped to hold the students in school longer?
If so, explain. If not explain.
A summary of the various answers given by the graduates and the
non-graduates are summed up in the questionnaire to follow this page
under the captions of graduate and non-graduate answered questionnaire.
CHAPTER III
SUMMARY AND CONCLUSION
Rationale.— As mankind has evolved, so has education* In fact,
it is largely through the latter that the future of mankind may be
assured* Increasingly, education is becoming a means to survival,
in a world threatened by conflict which basically is the result of
both the success and the failure of educational programs.
More and more, schools are becoming a social agency} and in the
supporting social order lie many questions and answers, all of which
are pertinent to what the curriculum is, should be, and can be* Not
the least of the major considerations is the learner the one who in
the final analysis chooses the curriculum to which he responds and
through whom the real fruits of educational labor are harvested*
For many years now, school officials have expressed doubt as
to 'vhether enough of the right kind of attention has been given chil
dren through the years. If these school officials are wrong, then
there shouldn't be so much world tension in the land today. Crime
among the young and old would not be at an all time high} 23,000
Georgians would not have dropped out of school last school term, 1960-61,
and more than 3^,000 of the 76,000 children who started to school twelve
years ago would have graduated last school term, 1960-1961*
If, on the other hand, the school officials and other interested
citizens are right, then it is very imperative that something else be
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done in addition to what is already being done to meet the needs of
every child and enhance the holding povrer at the school*
In the light of what has been stated above and the many other
problems facing the Negro schools in Coweta County today, namelys
the holding power of Central High School, the large number that were
enrolled in the school against the small number that remained for
graduation, this writer decided that a thorough study should be made
in this area. This study was made to determine if there was a reason
behind this large number of students who were leaving school before
graduation* This writer further wished to discover certain patterns,
if there were any, that the potential dropouts followed or if there
were certain symptoms that might indicate to the school officials in
advance that the students were candidates to become dropout victims.
This writer felt that more could have been done for the children in
this area had there been advance notice.
Evolution of the Problem.— Central High School is the only high
school for Negroes in Coweta County. There have been several changes
within the last ten years or more. The enrollment for Negro high
school students has grown from ShO in 1950 to 835 in 1961. This was
an increase of approximately 35 per cent. The faculty members have
been increased from 18 in 1950 to 28 in 1961. This was an increase
of approximately 55 per cent* Many new buildings have been added.
These and many other material things have been added during the period
of this study for the improvement of instruction at the Central High
School.
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During this period 3,250 boys and girls have been enrolled in
the high school of Coneta County with only 750 remaining in school
to graduate. The number that attended college and vocational train
ing school is 275 of the total number that enrolled in the high
school during the period of this study, 191*9-1961. These figures above
very clearly indicate that the majority of the Central High School stu
dents tiio were enrolled during this period neigher graduated nor went
to college. The study further showed that many of our best pupils never
finished the high school or went to college.
The writer feels that many of our best pupils never finish high
school or go to college, although they are college and high school
materials. This, along with some other facts, prompted the writer
to do a research study in iMs area.
Contribution to Educational Knowledge.—The contribution ot this
study lies in the extent to which it identifies certain factors to
be found associated with the "dropouts" of Central High School, Coweta
County, Georgia.
Statement of the Problem,-— The problem involved in this study
was to investigate certain selected factors which were characteristics
of the graduates and non-graduates of Central High School, Newnan,
Coweta County, Georgia, 19i»9-196l.
The method of research used in this study was the Descriptive-
Survey Method, utilizing the techniques of the documentary-frequency,
"Teachers-Marks," questionnaire, interviews, and statistical analysis
of the collected data.
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The purpose of the study was to determine the nature oi" extent,
if any, of the differences between certain factors which characterize
the graduates and non-graduates of Central High School, Coweta County,
Georgia between the period of 19h9-19$l. Data collected from question
naire, accumulative records, etc. were surveyed and utilized to deter
mine if there -was difference betsreen -Hie graduates.
It was the writers purpose of the study to determine the rela
tionship, if any, between the graduates and non-graduates on certain
selected factors as (a) health status of pupils, (b) daily attendance,
(c) personal characteristics, (d) academic achievement (marks), and
(e) participation in extra-curricular activities, as revealed by
analysis of their individual permanent record cards. These data, in
turn, have been used to test the null hypothesis thats
No real differences existed between the graduates
and the non-graduates in school marks, health status,
personal characteristics, and participation in extra
curricular activities*
Definition of Terms.— The significant terms used throughout
this study are defined as followss
1. The term "permanent record" referred to a form or card
on which all pertinent information that the school had
about an individual, brought together and recorded or
filed in an organized manner once a year or more fre
quently.
2. The term "marks" referred to the teachers' estimate of the
progress or quality of work of the pupil.
3. The term "dropped or withdrawals" referred to those pupils
who discontinued attendance at Central High School during
or at the end of any given semester or any school year.
1». The term "personal characteristics" referred to such "traits"
indicated in the cumulative record as:
7U
(a) perseverance, (b) retentive memory, (c) dependableness,
(d) power of observation, (e) attitude toward school mates,
(f) temperament, (g) personal appearance, (h) promptness
in response, (i) manual ability.
5* The "extra-curricular activities11 indicated on the cumula
tive record card were: (a) football, (b) baseball, (c) basket
ball, (d) track, (e) tennis, (f) glee club, (g) oratory,
(h) debate, (1) boy scouts, (j) girl's club, (k) XMCA.
6. The "health status" referred to was; (a) general health,
(b) hearing, (c) sight, (d) teeth, (e) height, (f) weitht,
(g) immunication, (h) marked physical defects (as adenoids,
tonsils, etc.)
Chapter II of this study has presented in detail the data, analysis,
and interpretations of the problem; therefore, it shall be the main
purpose of Chapter II to summarize the data and findings presented
heretofore under the captions: description of procedure, school marks
of the one-hundred and forty-four pupils in each of the eight subject-
matter areas, personal characteristics, health status, and the parti
cipation in extra-curricular activities, shall be reviewed, in turn,
at this point.
Procedure
(a) The records were secured by permission from the principal, from
the files of his Office,
(b) These records of the one hundred and forty-four pupils were di
vided into two groups, the "graduate group" and the non-graduate group."
(c) Each group was then analyzed in the area of school "marks" in
each of the subject-matter fields: English, Science, Social Studies,
Health, Beading, Mathematics, and Vocation, in an attempt to determine
the existence of any differences that might have occurred
(d) The non-graduate., group was then sub-divided for convenience as
the rated personal characteristics of each group, graduate and non-
graduate, were counted and compared*
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(e) §m »g@s, wsights, and the participation of the pupils in
extra-curricular activities -were counted and compared.
(f) For each category of data, the mean standard deviation, and
per cent were calculated*
(g) Fisher's "t* was computed to test for significance differences
between the two groups.
Findings
Enrollment and Withdrawals
Table 1 and Figure 1
As indicated, of the one-hundred and forty-four students mho
entered the first grade at Central High School for the first time
during the fall of 19h9$ 77 or 53»U7 per cent were graduated in June,
1961, and 67 or Ii6*f>3 per cent dropped out between entrance in 19h9
and graduation in 1961.
Table 1, page 28, also indicates that of the non-graduate group
of sixty-seven students or 100 per cent of the dropouts returned
for the first four years* However, three or 2.08 per cent of the total
number entering in 19h9 did not complete the fourth year, 19$2-19$3»
Sixty-four or 95*2 per cent of the "dropouts" returned to school the
fifth year, 1953-195U. Table 1, page further indicates that out of
the total number of sixty-seven dropouts, fifty-nine or 88.6 per cent
returned the six year. Fifty-two or 77*61 per cent returned the
seventh year} forty-four or 65*67 per cent returned the eighth . year,
1956-1957* Table 1 will further show that out of the total number
of sixty-seven "dropouts,w thirty-four or 5O»75 per cent returned by






The statistical measxires of English marks for the graduates
■mere: a mean of 76.08, with a standard deviation of 7*07; and a median
of 75*87; and a range of twenty-nine. The standard error of the mean
equals to .81.
Non-Graduates
The English marks for the non-graduates show a range of 33,
a mean of 71.88; with a standard deviation $.89 and a median 71*79;




The mathematics marks for the graduate showed a mean mark of
75»l;O; with a standard deviation 7.03; a median mark of 7U«98, a range
of 30$ and a standard error of the mean of .80; and a "t" for 3.86
which is significant at the one per cent level of confidence.
Non-Graduates
The science marks for the non-graduates showed a mean of 73*56,
with a standard deviation of 6.i*U; and a median of 72.75; a range of




The Social Studies marks for the graduates showed a mean of 76.1$;
with a standard deviation of 7.18, and a median means of 76*76; and
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a range of 30; and a standard error of the mean of .82.
Non-Graduates
The Social Studies marks showed a mean of 72*90* with a standard





The Health for the graduates showed a mean of 77*1(6; with
a standard deviation of 7*65; with a median of 7?*l|0; and a range of
37; and a standard error of the mean of .87.
Non-Graduates
The Health mark for the non-graduates showed a mean of 75*39;
with a standard deviation 7*89; with a median of 75«U5; with a range




The Reading marks for the graduate showed a mean of 76*08; with
astandar deviation of 7*88; and a median of 75*96; with a range of U0;
and a standard deviation of 6.81 ; and a standard error of the mean
of .90.
Non-Graduates
The Reading Marks for the non-graduates showed a mean of 7l..£6;
with a standard deviation of 6,81; a range of 30, a median of 75.3JJ ;





(a) The Physical Education marks for the graduates showd a
mean of 76.73; and a standard deviation of 7.31} a median
of 75.965 a range of 32; and a standard error of the
mean of .83.
Non-Graduates
(b) The Physical Education for the non-graduates showed a mean
of 73.91* and a standard deviation, 5*935 a median of





(a) The marks in vocation for the graduates showed a mean 78.22j
with a standard of 1|.87| a median 78.01; a range of 23; and
a standard error of .55*
Kon-Graduates
(b) The Vocation mark for the non-graduates showed, a mean of
73.93; with a standard deviation 6.75; a median of 7k.29;




(a) The personal characteristics included in this study were
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subdivided into individual traits, namely: persever
ance, rententive memory, dependableness, power of
observation, attitude toward school mates, temperament,
personal appearance, promptness in response, and manual
ability. These characteristics were rated as: 1-good,
2-medium, and 3-poor. Each pupil was rated by his home
room instructor once a year.
As indicated in Table 18, page 61, and Table 19, page 62,
the graduates scored a total of four-hundred points under
the caption of good or S3*33 per cent of the seven-hundred
and fifty points*
Under the caption of medium, the graduates were able to
attain two-hundred or 66 an d two-third per cent of a possi
ble three-hundred points.
Under the caption of poor, 1fo& graduates were out scored by
•the non-graduate group. Out of a possible one-hundred and
sixby-seven total points.
Non-Graduates
(b) As indicated in Tables 18 and 19, the non-graduates were
only able to soore a total of forty-seven per cent of the
points or 3!>0,
Under the caption of medium, the non-graduates were able to
attain two-hundred or 33 and 1/3 of a possible three-hundred
points.
Under the caption of poor, the non-graduates out scored the
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graduates. Out of a possible one-hundred and sixty-seven
total points, the non-graduates scored a total of one-
hundred and nineteen points or 71»25 per cent of the total
number of points*
Even though the statistical analysis of the data indicates that
the graduates group as as whole, attained rating in personal charact-
istics, rated "good," more times than the non-graduate group as a
whole. Table 18 and 19, indicates that the different instructors
judged the non-graduates as being more perseverance than the gradu
ates* The non-graduates were said to have a better retentive
memory than the graduates by their instructors. The various instruc
tors labeled the non-graduates as being prompter in response than
the graduates*
According to the instructors who taught and guided these
students over many years, the non-graduates were given credit of
having better manual ability than the graduates*
Table 18 and 19, also indicate that the different instructors
judges the graduate group as being: more dependable; better power of
observation; better attitude toward the school's program; better
temperamently conditioned; and that they also excelled in personal
appearance than the non-graduate group* The graduates also excell
ed the non-graduates in traits which are most important for success
in academic achievement* This agrees with previous findings in this
study, that the graduates attained school marks statistically higher
than the non-graduates*
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Further interpretation of the data in Tables 18 and 19, indicates
that in most of the traits labeled under the caption of personal
characteristics, attained opposite positions! that is, most of the
students of the two groups that were rated "good" is some traits
were rated "medium" or "poor" in others and vise versa.
The Average Age of the Seventy-Seven Graduates and
the Sixty-Seven Non-Graduates
Average Age of the Graduates
(a) The study showed that the average age of the graduates at
the time when they were enrolled in the first grade in
September, I9h&, was six years and none months. The
average age of the graduates at the time of their enroll
ment in the higi school in the eighth grade was fourteen
years and five months of age.
Average of the Non-Graduates
(b) The study showed that the average age of the non-graduates
at the time of their enrollment in the first grade at
Central High School in September, 19h9t was six years,
eight months, and twenty-one days of age. The average age
of the non-graduates at the time when they enrolled in the
high school in the eighth grade in September, 19k9 was
fourteen years and five months, the same as the graduates.
Attendance Record of the Seventy-Seven Graduates
and the Non-Graduates
Graduates
(a) The record revealed that the total number of days present by
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the graduates through the elementary school were seventy-
on thousands and one-hundred anii fcrty-eighfc (71,Hi8) days
present by the graduates; with an average daily attendance
ten-thousand and one-hundred and sixty-four for the group
per year, and an average daily attendance per person of
132 days per year*
The total enrollment for the graduates through their high
school career was sixty-five thousand and six hundred and
eighteen (965,618) school days. This group had an average
daily attendance of one-hundred and seventy days per person.
None-Graduates
(b) The record revealed that the total number of days attended
by the non-graduates through their elementary school career
was sixty-one -thousand and none-hundred and eight (61,908)
school days, with an average daily attendance per person of
one-hundred and thirty-two school days.
The non-graduates attended high school a total of twenty-
nine thousand-six-hundred and eighteen school days, with a
daily average attendance per person of one-hundred and
sixty-five school days.
Health Status of the Seventy-Seven Graduates
Graduates
(a) As indicated in Table 20, under the caption of good, the
graduates scored a total of two-hundred and two points. The
points were scored in this manner; Good, seventy or 2i*«8ii
per cent - this was in the area of General Health.
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In the area of "Hearing" under the caption of Good, seventy-
five or 26.59 per cent. In the area of "Sight" under the
captim of Good, sixty-five or 23.01* per cent. In the area of
Teeth, under the caption of Good, seventy-two or 2J>.53 per cent.
Under the caption of Good the graduates scored a total of two-
hundred and eighty-two points,
(Medium)
Under the caption of the following points were scored by the
graduates: In the area of General Health, five points or 25.31 per
cent; in the area of "Hearing" there was no sign of defects, given
the graduates a perfect score in this area (0.00). In the area of
"Sight" ten or 52.63 per cent out of ths nineteen cases. In the
area of "Teeth"' four or 21.05 per cent of the nineteen cases under
this column was affective.
Under the caption of "Poor" the graduates had only seven points
scored or marked against them. These 7 points caiae in this manner:
In the area of "General Health" two or 28.57 per cent of the seven cases
appeared against the graduates. In the area of"Sight" two or 28,57
per cent of the seven cases occurred in this area* In the area of
Teeth the graduates had only one or 11*.28 per cent.
Health Status of the Sixby-Seven Non-Graduates
Non-Graduates
(b) As indicated in Table 21, under the captions of Good, Medium,
Poor, the non-graduates scored in this manner: for a total
of two-hundred and sixby-six points.
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Under the caption of "Good" and in the area of General
Health, sixty-five or 26.11 per cent of the two-forty-nin©
total points were scored in this area. Under the caption
of "Good" and in the area of Hearing sixty-four or 25.70
per cent of the total points were scored in this area.
Under the caption of "good" and in the area of Sight,
sixty-three or 2|?.3O per cent, in ths area of Teeth and
under the caption of "Good" fifty-seven or 22.8? per cent
of the cases occured in this area.
Under the caption on "Medium" the non-graduates received their
total of thirteen points in this manner: General Health, one point
or 7.69 per centj in the area of "Hearing", two or 13.38 per cent
occurred here; in the area of "Sight", three or 23.07 per cent of
them appeared in this area. In the area of "Teeth," the non-gradu
ates had seven cases of the total thirteen cases to appear in this
area for a total of 53.8ii per cent of the total cases under the cap
tion "Medium".
Under ths caption "Poor" in the last column, the non-graduates had
a total of four points scored against them. The scoring occured in
this fashion under the caption of "Poor":
(a) General Health, one point or 25.00 per cent*
(b) Hearing, one point or 2i?,00 per cent of the total four cases
occurred in this area.
(c) Sight, none of the graduates had a single point scored
against them here.
(d) Teeth, two points were scored against them here for a per
cent of 50.00 of points.
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The readers can very clearly see here that some of the best
students had either bad teeth, hearing, or sight. By the same
token some of the worse students had good sight, hearing, or teeth.
Participation in Extra-Curricular Activities of the
Seventy-Seven Graduates and Non-Graduates
(Questionnaire Sheet)
Graduates
The study showed that forty-five or £7.81* per cent of the gradu
ates tooks an active part in the exbra-curricular activities of
th3 school. Their participation came in the manner; Basketball,
fifteen or 23.2k per cent; Football, five or 7.h3s Track, five
or 7.1*3 per cent; Boy Scout, five or 7.U3 per cent; Girl Scout,
five or 7.ii3 per cent; I. ¥. C. A., two or 2.58 per cent; T. M.
C. A., one or 1.29 per cent took part.
Comparative Data
According to this study, eighty-three or 57.63 per cent of the ikh
students of this study took an active part in the extra-curricular
activities of Central High School during their enrollment at the
school. Forty-five graduates against thirty-eight members of the
non-graduates took part in the extra-curricular activities of the
school. Other words, nine and one-tenth per cent mere graduates
took an active part in the extra-curricular activities of the school
than did 1he non-graduates; this may or may not be a final determin
ing factor in the fate of their final outcome at the school. The
study further will show that those students that took as active part
in the extra-curricular activities of the school attended school more
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regularly than did those who did not take an active part in the
extra-curricular activities. It will further show that the parti
cipants of these various activities got in trouble fewer times.
Conclusion: The findings of this study seem to warrant the follow
ing conclusions:
1. The majority of students included in this study terminated
their education while in the eighth and ninth grades or
before completing the tenth grade requirements.
2. The number of "dropouts" occuring in the first five grades
in the elementary school is aLnost zero.
3« The number of "dropouts" descreased each year from the
second year in high school to almost zero in the last year
of high school.
h» The greatest number of "dropouts11 occuring in the elementary
came in the seventh grade*
5» The greatest number of "dropouts" occurring in the high
school came in the ninth grade.
6. Less attention on the part of parents and school officials
is paid to students in the middle grades than at any
period of their school career.
7. The number of "dropouts" in the first three grades and the
twelth grade is quite small.
8. The statistical measures of this study showed a consistent
significant difference, in all subject-matter fields, in
favor of the graduate group as a whole over the non-gradu
ate group as a whole. Therefore, in drawing inference
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from tentative conclusions, the rate of growth of persons
of different levels of ability, seems to indicate that
the bright student tends to "grow away from the dull."
9. The statistical measures also show that the mean school
marks of the non-graduate group were only two percentage
points below the passing mark of seventyj and seem to
indicate that more of the group possessed the ability to
profit by further learning had they remained in school,
10. The results indicated that the health status and personal
characteristics of the two groups were very near on equal
basis and seem not to be a causative factor for elimina
tion*
11. The study further showed that the graduate group was two
months older than the non-graduate group, on an average,
but as a whole the two groups were about the same.
12. The number of students of both groups who participated in
any activities at all participated in those activities
which included both male and female participants. This
seems to indicate that the length of time the student
attended school was largely conditioned by his age and his
social intergroup-relationship with the opposite sex.
Implications for Educational Theory and Practice.—The findings
of the study suggest the following implication for future educational
planners and workers at the Central High School in Newnan, Georgia.
1. Future cumulative records kept at the school should contain
some standardized test results, rather than the teacher's
estimates alone.
2# There should be more provision of non-curriculum facilities
and services for all the pupils •who attend or plan to attend
ths high school.
3. Each teacher should have a personal filing cabinet in his or
her room and treat all information regarding a child as con
fidentially as possible.
Recommendaticns. —Lastly. -the interpretation of tte data of this
study, to a justifiable degree, warrants the following recommendations
for the improved effifiency and greater "holding-power" of the school.
1. A change in the present curriculum to include at least two
electives for each of the present subject-matter fields,
2. Greater effort should be made on the part of the school*s
staff, to try to discover the interests and abilities of the
individual pupil.
3. A broader and a more diversified program of extra-curricular
activities should definitely be emphasized and practiced
throughout the entire school system and terra.
k* The administration should see to it that a well-rounded pro-
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